Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP79-00639A000100080021-2

OGC 65-0439

OGC Has Reviewed

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Chisf, Pesrsonnsl Sscurity Diviaton,
. Otfice of Security

SUBJECT: Application of Federal Tort Clajms Act
to Ageacy Employees

1. You have regquested the Oifice of Genarsl Counsel to
assizt your office in preparing instructions for the guidance of
Agency smployees invalved in accidants whils driving personally
owsed vahicles (POV'e) en Govermment hustuses,

2. The Federal Tort Clzime Act provides that the United 7
Zeatns Govermnent i liable fur the negligencs of its employsss
who, iathe courss of thelr employment, oruse personal injury

or propavty damage to others. Thus, when as Agency employse ¥ "'L 3

negligontly operates cither a Govermnent-owned vehicle or ¢ ”’ww“‘
POV, ths United Statee Governmaemt may be liable for any dammages
caussd thoreby.

3. Tha Cifice of Gensral Counsel suggesteo that intersoted
tnployese be advised that dealingy with the other party to such
an acetdent be havdlod just se they would be if the omployse had
not desn invelved in Government basiness a8 the tima of the acels
dext. The smpleyes should fael free to inform the othey party
of the idestity of his insurance carrier, sud he should sdvise his
insurance carr’ - r of the sceident. In the absence of a divect .
quesilon by L. = asurance agent, the employse need ast volusteer
tha aformation thet ot the tizae of the accldent ke was a Govera-
munt employes engaged in official Govarament business,
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4. As wooa as practicabls ths employes involved in the
accident ahould advise the Office of Security and the Office of
Gensral Counsel of its nxture and attendant ¢lrcumetances. This
will be dons through appropriate channels, either im person or
by submission of Form 91, whichever experience proves better.
The Office of General Counsel will then determine the possible
Hability of the insurance carrier vie-a-vis the Gevernment.

I it Lo determined that the carrisy is liable, the Office of General
Counsel will taite no further action; alternatively, if the Gavern-
mest is desmed lisble, the Office of General Connsel will so
advise the insursnce carrisr and will procass the claim either

on its own, through the appropriate U. 5. Attornay's Cifice, STATINTL
or in collahoraiioa with the General Counsel's Office of another
i

STATINTL
Cifice of Gener ounsal ;

ce: Office of Logistics _ STATINTL |
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